CHAPTER FIVE
ASOKA
It was Chandra Gupta who overthrew the
'Nanda dynasty and made himself master of the
whole of northern India. The dynasty which he
founded came to be known as the Maurya dy-
nasty. Chandra Gupta made a great emperor, and
itis capital was Pataliputra, a magnificent city with
sixty-four gates and five hundred and seventy
towers. He had a large army which was well
disciplined and consisted of lakhs of foot soldiers.
He had also at his disposal horses, elephants, and
chariots, and all these made him dreaded by the
other kings of India. But he was not merely a
military genius, he was equally good as an admin-
istrator. He had several departments, each of
which looked after some branch of administration.
He built up roads and waterways and canals.
He had special officers to collect the land revenue
and other kinds of taxes. He kept a record of the
births and deaths in his kingdom and employed
news writers, who told him all about the impor-
tant happenings in his kingdom. He thus proved
to be a very strong, efficient, and good ruler. He
Jhiad friendly relations with the Greeks, and a